Our Vision

Holy Trinity, Rothwell, exists to:-
know Christ in our midst
and
to make Him known beyond our walls

For more information see the contacts list at the back of the magazine or
go to our website:

www.rothwellholytrinity.co.uk/



Roger’s Letter

Yesterday | had one of those “all
human life is here” days. In the
morning | started with a
bereavement visit, to plan the
funeral of a much-loved husband,
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather. Then | had a
meeting with a couple who were
starting to arrange their wedding.
And after that | had some calls
about forthcoming baptisms. It
really is a huge privilege to be part
of such momentous events in
people's lives. | value it all.

People have asked me whether
taking a lot of funerals, as
happened at the start of the year,
is depressing. The answer is no
because, for me as a Christian,
the person who has died is OK,
they're safely in the hands of God.
As the minister at a funeral, | see
my function as being to help those
who are left behind through the
very difficult first stages of
bereavement. This is the start of
a new phase in their lives.

And then there are the weddings!
As | write there are 28 in this
benefice so far for 2009 alone,
with 10 already on the books for
2010. ltreally is a great joy to
play a part in what is for most
people one of the most important
days of their life. It's their new
beginning.

Baptisms, too, are lovely,
especially now for me as | have
one grandchild and hopes for

more. And either | am becoming
more adept at handling the
babies, or the babies are more
contented, because they don't
seem to mind a strange man
pouring water on their head and
they don't cry. The baptism
service is full of references to new
beginnings.

By now you may have noticed the
theme running through this
month's letter, new beginnings.
Spring is springing all around us
and you can't avoid all the new
life. Easter is about new life too,
about resurrection and new
beginnings, about the restoration
of life and hope when all seemed
completely lost. Take your cue
from this loveliest of seasons and
have confidence in the future.

All my love,
Roger



Church Services in April

Wed 1
10.30 am Tiny Tots

Thurs 2
10.00 am Holy Communion

Sun 5 — Palm Sunday

8.00am  Holy Communion %
9.15am Parish Communion (Rushton)

10.30 am Parish Communion

6.00 pm  Sung Communion (Pipewell)

Tues 7 | Pam
10.00 am Holy Communion (Rushton) Sunday

Thurs 9 — Maundy Thursday
10.00 am Holy Communion
7.00 pm  Holy Communion
7.00 pm  Holy Communion (Rushton)

Fri 10 — Good Friday

10.00 am Liturgy of the Day with Communion (Rushton)

12 noon Act of Witness at Market Hill (Rothwell Churches)
with “hunger lunch” in Trinity Centre from 12.30 pm

2.00 pm  Liturgy of the Day with Communion

Sun 12 — Easter Day

8.00am  Holy Communion

9.15am Parish Communion (Rushton)

10.30 am Parish Communion with Bishop Frank
6.00 pm  Easter service at Orton

Tues 14
10.00 am Holy Communion (Rushton)

Thurs 16
10.00 am Holy Communion

Sun 19 — Easter 2

8.00 am  Holy Communion

9.15am  Parish Communion (Rushton)
10.30 am Parish Communion

6.00 pm  Evensong (Pipewell)



Tues 21

10.00 am Holy Communion
Thurs 23 - St George

10.00 am Holy Communion

Sun 26 — Easter 3

8.00am  Holy Communion

9.15am Parish Communion (Rushton)

10.30 am Parish Communion (Sunday Special)

Tues 28
10.00 am Holy Communion
Thurs 30
10.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday Readings for April

Sun 5 — Palm Sunday
8.00 am: Isaiah 50.4-9a, Mark 11.1-11, Ps 118.19-24
10.30 am: Mark 11.1-11, Isaiah 50.4-9a, Matthew 27.1-54, Ps 31.9-16

Sun 12 — Easter Day
Acts 10.34-43, John 20.1-18, Ps 118.14-24

Sun 19 — Easter 2
Acts 4.32-35, John 20.19-end, Ps 133

Sun 26 — Easter 3
Acts 3.12-19, Luke 24.36b-48, Ps 4

Parish Register

Baptisms

8 March Samuel Alan Peter Gunnett

15 March Sky Ella Pearl Rita Spencer

Funerals

12 January Marie Elizabeth Wells, aged 86 years

28 January Joan Cheetham, aged 87 years

4 February Norman Baden Stanley Burrows, aged 89 years
10 February Sheila Barbara Crook, aged 76 years

12 February Clifford James Lovell, aged 84 years

20 March Gordon Raymond (Ray) Sandy, aged 84 years



Charity Of The Month

Bansang Hospital in the Gambia

Charity No. 1064469

| am sure most of you have read
in the Evening Telegraph about
the wonderful work that Anita
Smith has done to raise money for
this hospital, and so improve the
conditions and facilities for all its
patients. Itis good to note that
she has been awarded the MBE
for this.

The work came about when Anita
and her family went on holiday to
the Gambia in 1992. After doing
all the ‘tourist’ things, Anita and
her children went to visit the
children’s ward in a local hospital
where they were appalled at the
conditions. Anita wondered if
there was anything she could do
to help, and was told that the
hospital at Bansang, some 200
miles inland, was in a far worse
State.

Anita returned to the Gambia two
months later and after a 16 hour
journey along a road with potholes
large enough to swallow a truck,
spent the night in a mud hut
before her first visit to the hospital.
The hospital was beyond bleak —
broken windows, dirty, sometimes
no electricity for days at a time but
a hardworking and dedicated staff.
Then she went to the children’s
ward where she saw skeletal and
deformed children and learned

that one in four children in the
Gambia don't live to their fifth
birthday. She returned from this
trip determined to do what she
could to help, and her work is
ongoing. The latest project is for
a maternity ward.

This work is driven by the
enthusiasm and hard work of one
local person (Anita lives in
Orlingbury) so it was felt that
perhaps Holy Trinity Rothwell
could make a financial
contribution — as a thank you for
the care that we take so much for
granted in this country.

Do look at the photographs on the
Noticeboard Display. There is
one of Binda a young nurse who
Is sponsored by Pam Bates.

Doreen Lambert

The total collected in February for
Médecins sans Frontieres was
£66.62.

Holy Trinity Rothwell
The Choir

As he looked up, he caught
Brenda’s eye and they exchanged
a grin as the music soared. It was
a beautiful March morning and the
choir were singing the anthem
they had worked so hard to
perfect. Today it sounded
effortless.



Freda, Mary, Karen, Sarah and
Nancy'’s voices blended sweetly
as the soprano line rang out. Next
to them was Carol with her shiny
new RSCM medal round her neck;
she, Marion, Sheila, Brenda and
Janet navigated that tricky alto
line with ease. Which was a good
thing, he reflected, considering the
record number of weddings that
the choir were booked for over the
coming summer. And what a
change to have a full complement
of men! Simon, Roger and Tom
carried the tenor line with perfect
pitch; while the three basses
underpinned the sound with rich
intensity. Hang on! He did a
double take. Three basses? Of
course! It was one of the un-
looked for benefits of a second
organist joining the music team:
with Martin playing the organ
today Norman was able to lend
his voice to the bass section,
joining Phil and Simon.

The magic in the air brought to
mind the atmosphere of the recent
Taizé service. Those who had
come to the Lady Chapel that
Sunday evening had found a
haven of peace, the sounds of
piano and flute supporting the
prayers sung by choir and
congregation. But today, as the
sunlight streamed onto the high
altar, the sound rolled forth from
the ancient choir stalls.

And just the other side of the rood
screen sat the future: two brand
new choir stalls with the new
closed circuit TV monitor that was

to link the Choir Director and the
organist.

He felt a surge of pride: with a
foothold in tradition, the Choir had
their gazed fixed firmly on the
future.

Coming up...

Tuesday April 14th — “Risen with
Christ — An Easter Devotion” (a
sort of 11 lessons and carols — for
Easter!)

Also

Major Cook of the Salvation Army
has let me know of the following
events

The programme at The Salvation
Army, New Street, for Easter:

1. Thursday 9th April - 7pm -
Supper & Celebration of Passover
(The Seder)

2. Good Friday 10th April - 7pm -
Film: "The Passion of the Christ'
(Mel Gibson)

Churches Together in Rothwell

1. Good Friday 10th April - 12
noon - Act of Witness/Hunger
Lunch

2. Easter Sunday 12th April - 6am
- Sunrise Service (Back of the
Market House) followed by
Breakfast at The Salvation Army
David Osborn

Church Heating

Bad news on the heating front,
folks. We had the heating system
inspected in the hope of making
improvements and a large crack
was discovered in the flue of the
boiler. This means that we can no



longer use it and we shall most
likely have the large expense of
fitting a new one. The positive
thing about this is that we hope it
will be much more efficient than
the present ancient monstrosity.
Meanwhile, we have temporary
industrial space heating that looks
and sounds like a jet engine. It's
S0 noisy that it has to be turned off
during services! It's just as well
that warmer weather is on the
way.

Roger Smith

Bishop’s to Visit
Rothwell

Bishop Frank very kindly offered
to come to help us at Rothwell
some time in Holy Week. | rather
cheekily asked whether that
included Easter Day and he said
that it did. So he will be presiding
and preaching at the Easter Day
Eucharist, 10.30 am on 12 April.
Do come along and make the
most of having a Bishop at
Rothwell church.

Roger Smith
Going on
Pilgrimage

When in April the sweet showers
fall

That pierce March's drought to the
root and all

And bathed every vein in liquor
that has power

To generate therein and sire the
flower;

When Zephyr also has with his
sweet breath,

Filled again, in every holt and
heath,

The tender shoots and leaves,
and the young sun

His half-course in the sign of the
Ram has run,

And many little birds make melody
That sleep through all the night
with open eye

(So Nature pricks them on to ramp
and rage)

Then folk do long to go on
pilgrimage,

And palmers to go seeking out
strange strands,

To distant shrines well known in
distant lands.

Canterbury Tales

Geoffrey Chaucer

Mercedes Finning from Rothwell
church, with Maxine Johnson,
Faith Simpson and Revd Robert
Hill, is going on a walking
pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela in Spain, starting
from Porto in Portugal. They will
be sent off from Rothwell with a
blessing at the 10.30 am service
on Palm Sunday, 5 April. It's a
walk of about 160 miles, to be
covered in 10 days. Please pray
for them, for a good and fruitful
pilgrimage and for the stamina to
stay the course.

Roger Smith



Annual Church
Meetings

Our annual meetings will be held
on Monday 20 April in the Lady
Chapel, starting at 7.30 pm with
the Vestry Meeting to elect two
churchwardens and followed by
the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting. This meeting is an
opportunity for church members to
discuss the PCC's 2008 Report &
Accounts, to ask questions about
the past year, to make
suggestions for the current year
and to elect PCC members.

Copies of the 2008 Report &
Accounts are available in church
along with nomination forms for
churchwardens and PCC
members. Please think and pray
about what part you could play in
our church life whilst we continue
to seek a new priest. If you're not
on our electoral roll but would like
to be, there are electoral roll forms
in church.

Re-launch

Our vision as a church is printed
prominently in this magazine. If
you don't know what it is, have a
quick search. If we're really
serious about knowing Christ in
our midst and making Him known
beyond our walls, then we need to
spread the load around a lot more,
along with the real joys of such
work. I'm talking about things like
working with young people,
visiting the sick or housebound,
improving our worship, developing

our spiritual life. The list goes on
and on. It's what the old Outreach
Ministry and Worship Ministry
used to do, the spiritual life of the
church and its reaching out to the
community.

A new super-ministry to take care
of all that sort of thing is being
launched on 26 April. The idea is
to go for a communal lunch at
Hilary Read's house, a working
lunch rather like at the Benefice
Day in February, after the 10.30
am service. This will split into
“interest groups”, covering the
main areas briefly outlined above.
If you've volunteered already to be
involved, please come. If you
haven't but have an interest,
please come anyway!

Roger Smith
For Early Risers

There's going to be a sunrise
service at 6 am on Easter Day, 12
April, next to the Market House.
The idea is to celebrate the first
Easter morning “early on the first
day of the week” as it says in St
John's Gospel. For those of you
who do manage to get up (and
discover that there is a six o'clock
in the morning as well as the
evening), breakfast will be served
at the Salvation Army after the
service.

Roger Smith



Smartie Tubes

| do get a lot of people telling me
that they must get their containers
to me as soon as possible as they
are about full. If you can'’t
manage to get them to me or the
Church, just get in contact with me
and | will come and collect them
immediately. As you all know, |
send a written acknowledgement
for every container that comes via
me. My full contact details are
listed at the back of this
magazine.

The continued support | get from
you all is most appreciative and
represents very welcome income
for the Church. For this, | send
everyone concerned my sincere
thanks.

Keith Mitchell.

'Songs of Praise
Evening'

A Songs of Praise evening will be
held at Pipewell Church Sunday
21st June, 6pm. Come along and
enjoy some of your favourite
hymns. The evening will consist of
singing the top ten favourite
hymns that you have chosen. To
vote for your favourite hymn, send
your favourites to
Valeri64uk@yahoo.co.uk before
May 31st. There will be light
refreshments available. Do come
and join us for what should be a
lovely evening.

Mothers’ Union

We will be holding our annual St
George’s Day evening

On

Saturday 25" April. 7.30pm
in the

Trinity Centre

Tickets £6 each (available from
Brenda Austin or Heather Pain in
Rushton)

(bring your own wine — glasses
provided)

Proceeds to Mothers’ Union funds

Rothwell Methodist
Thursday Club

23" April  Sue Hall. - Alpacas
30™ April  Torch Trust

7" May  Andy Butler - Gambia
14" May  Brian King - Colours of
Thailand

21 May  Eric Jenkins -
Workhouse

Floodlighting
Appeal

During March, it was mentioned to
me that certain floodlights
remained lit during the day, so |
contacted Murray Coleman who
immediately investigated the
problem and soon corrected it. It
appeared that when the boiler
breakdown was looked at, the



electricity was turned off which
affected the timing of the
floodlights. | have obviously
thanked Murray already but would
like to mention this here to
indicate how very fortunate we are
to be able to rely on help behind
the scenes at little or no cost to
the Appeal.

We hope to get the final two
quotations done during April for
the installation of the two
floodlights on the north side of the
Church and also one on the
Tower. When these are completed
and the winning one chosen, we
shall be in a position to know
exactly what is needed to start
work.. At present the Appeal
balance is now in excess of
£3300.00 ( which includes the
sum of £1600.00 promised by the
Church) but it is felt that we shall
have need to improve on this
figure, once the final figure is
known.

However, with the continued
support | have received from you
all over the last few years, | know
we shall get there in the end.

Although the Floodlighting Appeal
diary in Church is gradually filling
up, there is still room for an
evening’s floodlighting to be
reserved in memory of loved ones
or for special occasions — all for
just a £1.00. Alternatively, those
who would prefer to make a gift
and are taxpayers, by using the
Gift Aid Scheme this enables the
Appeal to benefit by an extra
28p.for every £1.00 given. For any

further information whatsoever,
please do not hesitate to contact
me — my full details are at the
back of this magazine.

For your continued and valuable
support, | send you all my sincere
thanks.

Keith Mitchell
Appeals Organiser.
Pipewell and

Rushton WI
March 2009
Meeting

Pipewell and Rushton WI met in
the Parish Rooms, Rushton on
Wednesday evening, 11thMarch.

President, Sue Parker welcomed
members and visitors to the
meeting with a special welcome to
David Bone who had come to talk
about Dartmoor Prison.

Mr Bone spent 30 years in the
Prison Service and spoke about
his years at Dartmoor between
1969 and 1977. Built between
1809-1815 to house American
and French Prisoners of War, the
Prison had 750 cells. However it
could only cope with 500
prisoners because of the sewage
systems — Dartmoor being built on
solid rock! During his time in the
1970s all prisoners had to work
and there were workshops for
carpentry and assembling
televisions, kitchen work and the
hospital. There were also at least



200 working outside in the quarry,
market garden and dairy farm.

Mr Bone showed us newspaper
articles and told us of the museum
at Dartmoor which is open to
visitors. Unfortunately all
employment at the prison has now
ceased. He seemed unsure about
whether this is a good thing or not.
We heard some amusing, sad and
some strange tales of prisoners
and also about the filming of a tv
drama programme on location
there.

On behalf of everyone, Sue
Kendall thanked Mr Bone for his
interesting and thought provoking
talk.

Following some delicious fresh
Devon scones, cream and jam
provided by Amanda and Alison,
Sue Parker announced numerous
forthcoming events. There will be
trips to an evening with Don
Mclean in Northampton, to Elgar’s
birthplace in Worcestershire and
to the Botanical Gardens in
Birmingham. Members have their
County Newsletter, which has
details of many more activities
ranging from workshops to walks,
lunches and a quiz. Our own craft
meeting is on the 25th March at
the Parish Room at 7.30pm.

Our next monthly meeting is on
8th April at 7.15pm when Nigel
Jenning from the Northampton
Driving Test Centre will be
speaking, visitors are made very
welcome.
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Any further information from Sue
01536 506961 or Pat 01536
763480.

Rothwell
Methodist Ladies
Club

2" April  Kettering General
Hospital Fundraising & Cardiac
Team.

9" and 16" April,
Break.

Easter Lilies

Easter Lilies in
memory of loved
ones.

If you would like to take part, a lily
costs £2 (or a donations), together
with the name of the loved one to
Brenda Austin. A display will be in
church throughout Easter Week,
together with all names of our
loved ones.

Easter

Thank you
Brenda Austin

Maundy Thursday
Tea

A tea party will take E)Iace,
Maundy Thursday 9" April, 4.00
pm for 4.15 pm, organised by the
Social Committee. This is for the
widows of the Parish. If you have
been missed off our list and would
like to come, please ring 710258.



We can make the necessary
arrangements.

Thank you
Brenda Austin

Spring Walks

| would again welcome your
company when | start the local
walks. A short one to start with to
see what is growing in the Pocket
Parks.

Meet at Market House 9.30 am
Friday 3" April.

Please wear suitable foot wear
and a stick is handy if it happens
to be damp or slippery.

A walk of approximately 6 miles,
mostly field walking is hoped for
Friday 24™ April, taking in
Desborough, Thorpe Underwood
and Harrington, again leaving the
Market House at 9.30 am.

Jean Daniells

St Margaret

While visiting friends earlier this
month | went to Bretforton, a very
attractive Cotswold village not far
from Evesham. The church door
was unlocked so we went in. As
usual | bought the booklet and
lucky | did or | might have missed
another treasure. In the oldest
part of the building, C12, are
some very interesting capitals.
The one that is most fascinating is
of a dragon. This is curled round
a very large pillar so you can't see
all at once. Fortunately an artist
has sketched it for the guide book
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and you can then really
understand it.

At one end is its head with a
slightly human face and long
rabbit type ears, artistic licence?
In its stomach there is a long gash
and poking out of it is the head of
a lady. Next to her is a staff with a
cross at the top and because she
clung on top it when she was
swallowed she was saved. Above
her is a cuff of a sleeve with a
hand with two fingers in the
gesture of blessing. This
represents the Hand of God or
Manus Dei. From the dragon’s
mouth can be seen the hem of a
dress with two feet hanging out.

Following round the pillar we find
the tail. This too has a human
head with a very surprised
expression on its face, no doubt
amazed at what is going on in its
tummy. The feet of the dragon
are like leaves.

In Christian imagery the dragon is
often equated with the serpent as
a symbol of evil. The whole
sculpture therefore shows the
saint overcoming evil by the
power of God. Some medical
artists show St Margaret just
trampling on a dragon or leading
him on a leash like a dog.

| had very little knowledge of any
St Margaret other than the one
who was the Queen of Scotland
and the only dragon | knew about
was St George’s. | looked up St
Margaret in my book of saints and
found there are actually six of
them listed there. This one dates



back to the time of the Emperor
Diocletian. Unfortunately there is
no actual evidence that this one

existed but it makes a good story.

Molly Cooke

The Broken
Church Boller

What shall we do
The congregation cried
It's colder in here
Than it is outside

It's ok said Simon

| have a plan

We don’t have to send for
Thermoman

The boilers broken it is true
So this is what we have to do

We have a plan to sit together
Keep ourselves warm
Whatever the weather

In the chancel we are seated
By a gas contraption we are
heated

Older members say “Cover your
chests

And don’t forget your thermal
vests

It's very nice singing in the
chancel

We are pleased the choir did not
have to cancel

All together now cheek by jowl
We might get a visit by Simon
Cowell
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Feel free to join us

In our place of prayer

Intimate and friendly with people
who care

A real warm welcome awaits you
here

Ann Jones

My Snowman

A carrot lies upon the lawn
In memory of my snowman
Built with willing hands for me
By one of my dear grandsons

The children came to cheer me up
When house bound | became

Did the shopping

Cleared the snow

With the shovel had a go.

The snow made such a pretty
scene

When | had time to sit and dream
Of winters past

Sliding fast

Full of energy

We will always have our
memories

However old we are

Looking back on happy days
As we snuggle by the fire

Ann Jones



Easter Clean

Yes, it's that time of year again! However, there is a slight difference this
time. The church still needs its annual spring clean, but this year it's due
to take place on the Saturday before Easter Saturday, i.e. 4" April. This
way cleaners and flower arrangers will avoid tripping over each other as
they carry out their separate tasks.

If you are willing to dust, sweep, polish, remove cobwebs or do general
tidying up, please do come along.

With your help, by Easter Day, our church will be ready to celebrate this
most special occasion by looking dazzlingly clean and resplendent with
floral displays!

Hilary Read

FESTIVAL OF SAINTS AND ANGELS

on All Saints Day at
THORPE MALSOR CHURCH
Sunday 1* November 2009

Exhibits to include flower arrangements, Childrens’ exhibits, stained glass
windows, paintings, handicrafts, photographs,

Refreshments available Quiz Sales table

Help is needed in the form of entries, organisational help, and volunteers
to help in the Church or Village eall on the day.

Please contact Julie Bozicek on 01536 790165 for further details

Trinity Afternoon Group

Wednesday 8" April
2.30pm in the Trinity Centre

Owing to the cancellation of our February meeting because of bad
weather, we will be hearing this month about Dan and Helens New
Zealand experience, when they travelled round the islands in a camper
van.

Jean Daniells
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Bishop Frank writes

What sort of diocese do we want to be?

The process is under way, and many people are
engaged in asking the question about what sort of bishop
the diocese needs for the future. But I've also begun to
ask a question — this time of ourselves. What sort of a
diocese do we want to be? What might our new bishop
find here once he is appointed?

Perhaps appropriately at this great and holy season, we
want to be an Easter People. A people touched and
changed by the miracle of the resurrection. A people who
live with this hope in the challenging times of today.
Easter people, who have a present and a future, not defined or limited by
fear but liberated by faith. The resurrection of Jesus has changed
everything. We live by the promise of life, and are in turn life-enhancing
people, following in the footsteps of the One who came to bring life in all its
fullness.

We also want to be an hospitable people, welcoming the newcomer and
enjoying the benefits that new faces bring. This is a particular gift we have
been given as this part of the Midlands becomes increasingly the place to
be. New housing and improving transport links mean that we have many
newcomers and therefore opportunities to express the hospitality of God.
What a treasure to adorn a diocese!

We want to be a people who delight in partnership, enjoying a shared life
and a common vision forged out of all our variety and diversity. When we
speak of faith it is inspired by God as Holy Trinity where mutual love and
inter-dependence are key values to live by. We want to work with our new
bishop as God leads us into a new chapter in our sacred story.

So, what sort of diocese do we want to be? | would like to encourage you
to join me and others in an evening of prayer when we will ask for God’s
blessing on those involved in the search for our new bishop; and to pray
that we might become all that God is calling us to be.

The evening of Wednesday 3rd June has been set aside, and we will
gather in St Andrew’s Church, Rockingham Road, Kettering (just opposite
Sainsburys) at 7.30pm. We want to be a people who pray.

Bishop of Brixworth
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Around the diocese

Rosie calls at a service station on the journey of
faith

Rosie Rushton, Reader at St Peter’'s Weston Favell, reflects on A Journey
into Prayer, a Saturday morning workshop at Christ Church Northampton.

Have you noticed how, when God wants to attract our i -

attention, he goes about it in ways which, were he not
God, might be thought of as unsubtle? So it was with me
and this event. Emails about it seemed to hit my screen
daily, everywhere | looked there were notices announcing
it. When | did manage to stop and sit with God, his main
interest seemed to be getting me to go. Or was that my
secret longing to “do” prayer better? Whatever — | went.

Of course, it wasn’t about “doing” at all. It was about
“being still” in the presence of God and learning how to
sustain this listening despite all the distractions of our B A\
lives. '

There were five groups to choose from. One looked at Lectio Divina, the
discipline of listening “with the ear of our hearts” to a Bible passage and
responding to the still small voice of God. Another concentrated on the
contemplative prayer of Julian of Norwich, and a third prayed through the
visible signs of creation around us.

| chose a group “exploring our emotions through the colours they evoke in
us”. Now this may sound easy, childish even - but not for me.
Extraordinarily, it made me face the fact that while | concentrate on all the
“nice” emotions, | need to acknowledge — and give to God — the less
honourable ones like anger, fear, denial and even procrastination!

The second group | chose was Praying through the imagination. This
involved entering into a passage of Scripture using all five senses — sight,
hearing, smell, touch and taste.

God rarely leads us to discover things in these meditations that leave us
feeling comfortable. What | discovered that morning remains between me
and God but suffice to say, it didn’t go as | had planned. God intervened
and the message is - there’s a lot of work to be done!

And that was the gift of the day. Leading us gently forward on our journey
of faith. If anything needed courage it was the last session - the Circle
Dance. | very nearly decided that | would give it a miss.
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| have two left feet and the sense of rhythm of a walrus, but to my relief it
wasn’t that kind of dance. With a candle in the centre, it involved gentle
swaying, forwards, backwards and sideways, to gentle music. And it was
so beautiful, so reflective, so redolent of the way we take a step towards
God, a step back — the way we sidestep tricky issues whilst at the centre
there is always, no matter what, our loving steady Light of the world.

That's what | took away. The dance that | nearly didn’t do and what it
meant for me. God knows what we need and makes sure we realise that
while we might be tempted to give up on ourselves, he never, ever does.

Church takes a stand at wedding show

Strange as it may seem, given that one
third of all UK weddings are held in
church, a wedding show is one of the
places you are least likely to find a
Church presence. The organisers of the
wedding show at Greetham Valley Hotel
were therefore surprised and excited
when Revd Fiona Solman rang up to
book a stand.

“This wedding show was in one of our

parishes,” said Fiona (right), who is

Curate at Cottesmore etc. “We saw it as a good way for the church to get

outside the building and engage in the community.” She was also spurred
on by an advertisement for the show in a local magazine which said that it
would help couples to sort out “all the details for the most important day of
your life”, yet it never mentioned the marriage that followed.

After negotiating a special price on
@®oieit B nin e
e § hiring the stand and lining up a rota

—
| W

I = § SO that a member of the clergy and a
4 lay person would be at the stand

i throughout the day, Fiona booked
& exhibition backdrops and wedding

THE CHURCH
€ OF eNGLAND

weddiﬂf ]

contact details, as “give aways” in
pretty wedding favour bags. A floral
display completed the stand so that it
I looked “beautiful and professional”.

“We had a total of 55 significant
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conversations,” said Fiona. “Many with couples who had already booked
church weddings and we were able to help with some of their questions.
Others wanted a church wedding but did not know where to start. Some
thought they were not ‘entitled’ as they were not baptised.”

“Our aim was that people should think about being married in church (not
necessarily our church, or even an Anglican church). Although there are
some constraints, we wanted to be seen as a church that likes to say ‘yes’
rather than put huge hurdles in people’s way”. It is a message echoed on
the Church of England’s new wedding website:
www.yourchurchwedding.org

Special Tuesday for cathedral six

It was a special day for staff at
the Diocesan and Cathedral

offices in Peterborough on 24

February when six of their

number were confirmed by

Bishop lan at the Tuesday

morning Communion service.

The candidates, who included cathedral gardeners Les Fetherstone and
Tanya Hudson, security officer Steven Wade, cleaner Sue Horsley,
assistant bookshop manager Pam Downs and finance officer Frances
Howlett, have been attending Confirmation classes with Canon Jonathan
Baker for about a year.

The group came together when Frances (second from right in the photo)
enquired what she needed to do to be confirmed. “l was nine years old
when [ first thought Confirmation might be for me, but it's taken a while for
me to get here!” she said. Jonathan invited others on the cathedral staff to
join the Confirmation classes which took place during lunch breaks.

“It's wonderful how we’ve all stuck together over the year,” said Frances
who says she has thought much more about her faith since working at the
cathedral and in the diocesan office.

“It's like when you have a favourite aunt that you keep in touch with from a
distance, but then you go to her house and suddenly everything becomes
much more vivid and real,” she said.
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April events

Sat 4, The St Cecilia Singers in concert at St Mary's Rushden, 7.30pm.
Tickets £8 (£7 Friends). Tel: 01933 652222.

Sun 5, Organ recital with Tony Edwards at St Peter & Paul, Abington,
Northampton, 3pm. Donations invited.

Mon 6 — Wed 8, Night prayer by candlelight, 8pm at Peterborough
Cathedral. Details of Easter services at www.peterborough-
cathedral.org.uk

Good Friday 10, Redemption Song presented by Riding Lights Theatre
Company. 7pm Peterborough Cathedral Precincts. Tickets (free) required
from 01733 452336.

Easter Monday 13, Oakham Organ recital with Francesca Massey, Asst.
Director of Music, Peterboro’ Cathedral. 11.15am at All Saints Oakham.

Sat 18, The Happy Jazz Quartet at St Peter's, Empingham, 7.30 pm.
Tickets: £8 from 01780 460354 or on the door.

Sat 25, Guild of Bellringers’ Spring Festival. 2.30pm at All Saints, Easton
on the Hill, 4pm at St Nicholas, Bulwick, followed by tea. 7pm at St Peter’s,
Oundle. Email: gcsspullin@yahoo.com

Sat 25, Opera for an April Evening at Oundle School, 7.30pm. Singers
from The Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama. Tickets £10 from 01780
482226

Sat 25, Ancient and Modern Music Workshop with Peter Moger, National
Worship Development Officer. Hosted by Peterboro’ District RSCM. 2.30 —
4.30pm St Mary’'s, Fotheringhay. £6 per person (£5 if 2+ from same
church). Tel: 01780 762398. Email: janemckee21@aol.com

Diocese of Peterborough - Magazine Resource — April 2009
Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB
Tel: 01733 887012 Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk

www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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Contacts

The parish is currently without a Vicar. Please contact either Revd Roger
Smith or one of the Churchwardens who will be pleased to help.
Assistant Curate (SSM)

The Revd Roger Smith, 6a Kipton Close

Email: kipton@ntlworld.com 710981

Honorary assistant priest

The Revd Peter Lambert, 4 Cogan Crescent 710692

Email: pglambert@tiscali.co.uk

Church Wardens

Mrs Hilary Read, Woodfield Farm 710866
Rushton Road

Mrs Christine Ward, 1 Headlands, 763764
Desborough

Julian Hurdman 4 Adams Drive 509345

Email: julian@4adams.homelinux.net
Simon Hall, 7 Draughton Road

Maidwell

Email: simon@simonhall.me.uk 01604686928
PCC Secretary

Mrs Delia Smith, 6a Kipton Close 710981

Treasurer

Mrs Delia Smith, 6a Kipton Close 710981

Electoral roll officer
Mrs Christine Ward, 1 Headlands, Desborough
Email: christineward.ward1l@googlemail.com

Organisations

Bell ringers

Practice night - Wednesdays from 7 p.m.

Mr Murray Coleman, 20 Copelands Rd, 761303
Desborough

Child protection officer

Mr Mark Payne, 28 John Smith Avenue 711835
Mrs Bronwen Forman, 1 Clipstone Court 418969
Children's Society (Collecting Box Co-ordinator)

Mrs Sarah Tilley 713248
Choir Master

Mr David Osborn 07984 411260
Church web address www.rothwellholytrinity.co.uk

Emmaus groups - Details from Revd Roger Smith
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Fairtrade

Simon Hall, 7 Draughton Road

Draughton

Email: simon@simonhall.me.uk 01604686928
Floodlighting appeal

Mr Keith Mitchell, 72 Glendon Road

Email: keith@mitchell2591.fsnet.co.uk 712161

Holy Trinity Rothwell Trust

Treasurer Mr. William Roberts

31, Kingsley Road 710567
Julian group

Third Tuesday of the month at 10:45 am in the Lady Chapel
Mrs Doreen Lambert, 4 Cogan Crescent 710692
Magazine editor

Julian Hurdman 4 Adams Drive 509345
editor@4adams.homelinux.net

Magazine distribution

Miss Molly Cooke, 8 Catesby Road 710578
Magazine Advertising

Mrs Viv Christie, 17, Main Street, Loddington

E-mail: vive3@btinternet.com 712707

Mothers’ Union

Mrs Brenda Austin, 19 Charles Street 710258

Organist

Mr Norman Austin, 19 Charles Street 710258

Mr Martyn Warsop, “The Froglets”, 162 Polwell Lane, Barton Seagrave
E-mail: billythedingo@aol.com 722081

Planned giving & gift aid secretary

Mr Tom Thurman, 1 Sarjeant Court 710748

Prayer group
4th Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.
Meets at 1 Sargeant Court

Mrs Sheila Thurman, 710748
Rotas

Mrs Hilary Read 710866
Rothwell Thursday Club

Sandra Marlow, 21 The Avenue, 711078

Meets in the Methodist Church

Rushton Church Fellowship
2nd Thursdays at the Parish Rooms
Mr David Kyle, (Secretary) 01858463545
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Smartie Tube Collection
Mr Keith Mitchell, 72 Glendon Road

Email: keith@mitchell2591.fsnet.co.uk 712161

Social Committee

Mrs Sarah Sharman, 48 Moorfield Road 712144
Stewardship Envelopes

Mr Norman Austin, 19 Charles Street 710258
Sunday Schools: 1st & 2nd Sundays in the month at 10:30 am
Mrs Sarah Sharman, 48 Moorfield Road 712144

Mrs Fiona de Marco-Payne, 28 John Smith Avenue 711835
Tiny Tots

Mrs Anna Burgon-Lewis 711139
Transport co-ordinator
Mrs Pam Shaw, 98 Connolly Drive 355572

Trinity afternoon group
2nd Wednesdays in Trinity Centre,

Mrs Jean Daniels 418075
Trinity Centre bookings
Mr Mark Payne, 28 John Smith Avenue 711835

Web site co-ordination
Mr Chris Stephenson
Email: chris-stephenson@ntlworld.com

Weekly notices editor

Mrs Christine Ward, 1 Headlands, Desborough

Email: christineward.wardl@googlemail.com 763764
Women's Institute

Pipewell & Rushton WI

Second Wednesday of the month 7.15pm

Rushton Parish Rooms

Sandra Perkins, Manor Rd, Rushton 713256
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